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KA TECH BULLETIN

RE: MOSIN-NAGANTS AND KA-1230                       
We have seen an recent increase in the number of excessively hard barrels on many of the surplus Mosin-Nagant M91/30 and M44 rifles.  The barrels are very hard and often have a high silica (sand) content as well, making drilling and machining more difficult than on standard barrels.  Most of the affected barrels were wartime (WW-II) production guns or early production rifles from after the Communist Revolution when production shifted from the US to Soviet Russia.  

The most commonly affected rifles will be the following:
M91/30: From 1923-1936 and from 1944-1948

M38: From 1942-1944

M44: From 1944-1949


If your rifle was made in these time periods, use a very slow drill speed and a liberal amount of cutting oil to ensure a relatively smooth cut.  Another tip for easier installation is to put the KA-T003 jig in place, then run the drill in momentarily on both sides to “mark” the barrel.  Pull the KA-T003 jig off of the barrel and use a thin cutting wheel on a Dremel ™ or similar tool to cut a narrow groove apx 0.040”-0.050” deep along the eventual path that the drill bit and jig will cut.  A narrow file or hacksaw blade may also be used if a Dremel ™ is not available.  This will serve as a “pilot” hole and will allow the drill bit to cut easier and will allow cutting oil to get into the work area easier.

If you have any technical questions regarding this tech bulletin or the installation of KA-1230 units, contact us via email at tech@kingarmory.com 

or by phone at 520-450-0678.
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